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rlaims 



1. A method of disease prognosis which involves 
determining the genotype of a human or non-human mammal 
subject for at least one Fc receptor, and identifying / 
whether the determined genotype corresponds to a benign 
or non-benign prognosis for a disease selected fror 
multiple sclerosis, myasthenia gravis, diabetes / 
mellitus, cerebrovascular and cardiovascular di^ases, 
atherosclerosis, and Addison' s disease . 

2 . "a" method of prophylaxis or therapy otA human or 
non-human mammal subject to combat a disuse selected 
from multiple sclerosis, myasthenia gr^is, diabetes 
mellitus, cerebrovascular and cardiovascular diseases, 
atherosclerosis, and Addison's dise/se which method 
comprises determining the genotyp^of said subject for 
at least one Fc receptor, identi^ing whether the 
determined genotype correspond/ to a benign or non- 
benign prognosis for said di^ase, and. where said 
determined genotype correin^nds to a non-benign 
prognosis, carrying out agnostic imaging procedure 

on said subject, carryii^ out surgical intervention on 
said subject, or administering a prophylactically or 
therapeutically effe;e4ive amount of a material 
prophylactically o/therapeutically effective against 
said disease to s4id subject. 
^ / 

3. A method/of disease prognosis for a disease 
selected frofe multiple sclerosis, myasthenia gravis, 
diabetes me4litus, cerebrovascular and cardiovascular 
diseases/atherosclerosis, and Addison's disease which 
comprises determining the presence or absence of a 
genetifc marker for susceptibility to said disease in the 
DNAyOf a human or non-human animal subject and 
deZrmining the genotype of said subject for at least 
dhe FC receptor, and identifying whether the determined 
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genotype corresponds to a benign or non-benign prognosi^ 
for said selected disease. 

4 A method as claimed in claim_3 also involving 
administering a prophylactally or therapeutically 
effective amount of a material prophylactally or 
therapeutically effective against said selected disease 
to said subject where said marker is present and said 
genotype corresponds to a non-benign prognos: 

5." A diagnostic assay comprising obtainy4 a sample of 
DNA from a human or non-human mammal subVect and 
identifying the genotype of that DNA fo/ a Fc receptor 
and optionally identifying the presency^ or absence xn 
that DNA of a genetic marker for susceptibility to a 
disease selected from multiple scle/osis, myasthenia 
gravis, diabetes mellitus, cerebrovascular and 
cardiovascular diseases, athero^lerosis , andAddison-s 

disease . 



6. 



, The use of an FcR alle^pecific binder for the 
manufacture of a composition for use in a method of 
prognosis, prophylaxis of therapy as claimed in any one 
of claims 1 to 4 . 



7. A method, use 
any one of cla ims 
FcY receptor. 



a diagnostic assay as claimed in 
to 6 wherein said Fc receptor is an 



8. A method/ use or a diagnostic assay as claimed in 
cl^7 whe/4in said Fey receptor is Fey RHA and/or Fey 
RIIIB. 



9. 



A/nethod, use or diagnostic assay as claimed m any 
one A cla^ 1 to 8 wherein for multiple sclerosis 
FcyklllB^NAl/NAl and FcyRIIA H/H, together or separately 
e indicative of a benign prognosis. 
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any 



10. A method, use or diagnostic assay as claimed 
one of claims 1 to 8 wherein for myasthenia gra^s 
FcyRIIIB f3AT7NAl is indicative of a non-benW prognosis 
and R/R + NA2/NA2 is indicative of a benigj/prognosis 

11. A method, use or diagnostic ass4^ as claimed in 
any one of claims_l to 8 wherein for/diabetes mellitus 
FCYRIIIB NAl/NAl^d/or FcyRIIA is indicative of a 
non-benign prognosis, 

12. A method, use or diagno^ic assay as claimed in any 
one of claims 1 to 8 wher^or atherosclerosis and 
cardiovasc^r or cerebr<^cular disease FcyRIIIB 
NA2/NA2 is indicativey6f a non-benign prognosis. 

13. A method, use/or diagnostic assay as claimed in any 
one of claims \ /o ^ wherein for Addison's disease 
FcyRIIA H/H isAndicative of a non-benign prognosis. 

14. A pro^ostic kit comprising at least one FcR 
allele-a^cific binder and instructions for the 
perforZnce of a method of prognosis, prophylaxis or 
ther^y as claimed in any one of c±^ms 1 to 4 and 7 to 
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